F-1-195
Thomas Sinn Farmstead Ca. 1876-1910
Adamstown vicinity
Private

The Thamas Sinn Farmstead is significant in architecture for the Italianate
style of the main dwelling, a large two-story brick house with paired arched
windows and a projecting center bay with a full pediment and semi-circular
window. Jib windows on the south elevation hint at a missing porch on that
side, while the full-width porch on the east elevation appears to be a
replacement of a more decorative original porch. The hipped slate roof
probably had a central tower, cupola, or observation platform, but it has been

removed. The interior has 14-foot ceilings on the first story. The remaining

chicken house, and a tenant house. All except the tenant house date from the
period 1875 to 1910. The tenant house, which was not available for
documentation in this survey, may be a much older house which was mentioned in

Grove's History of Carrollton Manor as a 1-1/2 story house occupied by elderly
Thomas brothers around the Civil War period.



F-1-195

Thomas Sinn Farmstead
Adamstown

Frederick County

HISTORTC CONTEXT:
MARYIAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA

Geographic Organization: Piedmont
(Harford, Baltimore, Carroll, Frederick, Howard, Montgamery
Counties, and Baltimore City)

Chronological/Development Period:
Agricultural-Industrial Transition, A.D. 1815-1870
Industrial /Urban Dominance, A.D. 1870-1930

Prehistoric/Historic Period Themes:
Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Camunity Planning
Resource Types:
Category: Building
Historic Envirorment: Rural
Historic Function & Use
Damestic/single dwelling/residence
Agriculture/Subsistence/animal facility/barn
Agriculture/Subsistence/storage/granary

Known Design Source: None



A/ 224 @wcjég%wu) (P.{./Q@

Lot Size, Description,
other Information,

Liber/Folio Grantee Grantor Original Tracts Cost Miscellaneous
WR2L Gt A e b b
e o M2/
ﬁ J’@Aﬂié j&”%/}/ ﬁaé’ ﬂé/&&cn,égi D et ISRy 53X /{67
Joo | /720 Wﬂ F’ 750/35‘7
'»/—,2’5&40’ .
_MM Lz% b t-Se lyoe € Wl oreriny AooiBreat
9171 /752 QLMWKC w;@ﬁ%@@ :
3 73
/Vpaé/
Vs | %é” x|
P oo Chr ettt
T lebdscr Ioulaghyy [armsio 077, e A
[ TITAET O FEETE N /¥ 7 s 47) s S %_0 35’
oo T~ I s 4s/2>
A Es 72&/
Cm /o) 242
S o A A : 3 \7
PP il fi £ | P57 | Y
4 apr //579 e £ %ﬁfi
DHH 3566 (hon & -BahecYlyon T . (Cluwal fsn. 3 ey W3, 207 G ety
| Qpr /57 - cf.”;g/ & /./ iif 2.,/ TG 1563 E @3 22/, /¢ Eﬁz%/m
)/}F Ve eI : o %'é%c?/.;a.: /f//-f7/4//3 5 o “I-(Qz&bjzm«t
D 7 IS Vay -3 Bl ,WL} Ldzetd SN ~, 200 , 7 oSG
o Creg-/533 ot l C%' :é%gg
%F5/57\5/ m}%'g' Clsutls ‘ I 200 . FE ST RTUI @
3/ N 552, Mj&é& “‘\\\
N




2 7 224 \B/voc//%/;,g/@apmaj«é&é / % =2

Lot Size, Description,
Other Information,

Liber/Folio Grantee Grantor Original Tracts Cost Miscellaneous
TG )53 . T Chdiatle N Cliettt 920,28, , 944 .  H5, 55374 ——
29 CprIFTT o % “ ‘4-f
~ 20 €. Y- hovghans lof ot /Teo & 2f- Lol Y dlloon 2o
%5(//35-7 é %ﬁ W 1, ’fa&w p Ts ¢s5/27 /&\Wznﬂa««f
[ ' Tovd o Lot | S Lol Conotlon I fracl of ot 5 o bl E
5, W E . el Dy 3 ;20;@» %’){ﬂime ¢~/2¢zz:’rosﬂ%g'
SFH-265 A St
AL
=T H 267063 |Ruoliorcbon ), el M e
N Y o
STH 265/305 | Dol Bakor | Dn, 7 ospoudec 2 02 Q. 72 oy200
3/ Dhar oy et
W%&%
DHH /’é70 /)»y/;ﬂ//glﬂg/awg! 'f P IS N QO;}\[Z . 7ﬁ/7,‘8@0
[ Jen20] ‘@b .
\A’/Pw ﬁ qu Wj, Qdde ez ’.46'/ ‘;@é/é .'%20/250
/6 g7l / A«if;&jﬂu a ﬂ'«dt ?j}%ﬁaa dﬂ/@b
G o B2 o 4, 14 7,250
, - /956 et 2% X s
Ne0d of Corgamearyipagtt, die ., ctrstats -
AWAAF 762! | @i, J. 20 A - H 25250 N
Bgor (554 m 2?2@% d =
e \f\




M103 P30 ez YENTORY OF Survey No. F-1-105
i‘ . - ~ -1 [a]
S LTS E"r’.O:‘tRndED ,

. . Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust
- L] - x
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes X no
1. Name (indicate preferred name)
historic Thomas Sinn Farmstead
and/or common
2. Location
street & number 2722A Buckeystown Pike ___ not for publication
city, town Adamstown _X vicinity of congressional district ~ 6th
state Maryland county Frederick
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district —_ public _X_ occupied ____ agriculture —___ museum
—X_building(s) ___ private —___unoccupied —__ commercial — park
— structure — both _ work in progress ____ educational X private residence
—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment ___religious
—__ object ____in process —X_vyes: restricted — government ___ scientific
— being considered —__yes: unrestricted _ industrial transportation
_xnot applicable __  po —__ military ____other:

4- owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Barbara T. Buty & Robert W. Truland

15330 Darnestown RA4.

street & number telephone no.:

city, town Germantown state and zip code MD 20874

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1465

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 113

city, town Frederick state MD 21701

6. Representation in Existing zistorical surveys

title

date —federal ____state ___ county ___ local

Jepository for survey records

clty, town state




7. Description Survey No. p_1-195

Condition Check one Check one

- excellent _ deteriorated ____ unaltered X original site

x__ good ____ruins X __ altered ___ moved date of move
____fair ___ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

OONTRIBUTING RESOURCE QOUNT: 5

The Thomas Sinn Farmstead is centered on a two-story brick Italianate dwelling
built about 1876 and its remaining contributing outbuildings which include a frame
bank barn of about 1875-1900, a frame chicken house of about 1900-1910, a wagon
shed/corn crib of about 1900, and a tenant house which was not accessible for
survey, but may have been built in the first half of the 19th century. The
farmstead is located on the west side of Buckeystown Pike (M3d. 85) about 0.2 mile
south of Adamstown Road near Adamstown, Frederick County, Maryland. The farmstead
stands in the middle of open, flat fields within full view of both Buckeystown and
Adamstown Roads. The principal elevation of the Italianate house faces east, with
the outhuildings located south and southwest of the house. The tenant house is
located at the south end of the group, at some distance from the other buildings.
Both dwellings are occupied as rental residences. Dates for the buildings are based
on architectural evidence, local histories, land records, and historical maps.

The main dwelling is a large, two-story brick mansion with a two-story rear wing
extending from the northwest corner. The low-pitched hipped slate roof has a
central gable over the projecting center bay of the east elevation and extended
eaves above the rather plain cornice. Large houses on other properties in the area
have evidence of observation platforms or widows' walks on the roofs. The Sinr
House has four central chimneys; however, it seems likely that the house may als.
have had a similar feature. A central element such as a tower or railed platform is
a characteristic of the Italianate style. The first story has a full-width veranda
with square posts on a concrete deck. The porch probably had more decoration in the
form of brackets and trim in its original form, based on the appearance of porches
of similar dated houses in the vicinity. The walls are painted white. The windows
on the east elevation are paired on both stories, with round arches and molded hoods
on the second story. The sash is 4/4. The first story windows have flat arches
with 4/4 sash. The central gable has a full pediment with a centered semi-circular
window lighting the attic. The center entrance has double, arched panel doors with
glazed upper sections and a four-light transom. The south elevation probably
originally had a full-width porch as well, because the three bays on this side have
jib windows on the outer bays. Although the lower panels have been sealed and
covered with plain wood panels, the flanking louvred shutters are the full height of
the openings. Each window on this elevation has a molded lintel and 6/6 sash. The
north elevation also has three bays, with evidence of later brick infill below the
center opening, suggesting that a doorway was at this location in the original
design. The two story rear wing has a slate roof and three bays on both the north
and south elevations. The south side also has a two-story open porch with plain
balustrades on both levels. The sash is 6/6. A two-story shed roofed single bay
brick addition is attached to the west end. This addition is clearly a later
construction, but its date is urknown. A boarded doorway is on the north elevation
and a small two-story porch on the south side has a frame-enclosed, extended first
level. The current tenant of the main dwelling, Mrs. Hammond, related a local
tradition that this addition was built for black servants of the owners, lut the
date is unknown.



8. Significance Survey No. F-1-195

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
——prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning __ landscape architecture___ religion
__1400-1499 __ archeology-historic — conservation — law _—_science
- 1500-1599 ___ agriculture —_ economics — literature — sculpture
—__1600-1699 X __ architecture —_ education — military . social/
— 1700-1799 ___ art — engineering —— music humanitarian
X__1800-1899 ___ commerce —— exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater
X__ 1900- —_ communications - industry — politics/government ___ transportation
— invention — other (specify)
Specific dates . 1876 - 1910 Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: __ A B X C _D
and/or
Applicable Exception: __A _ B _ C _b _E _F _G
Level of Significance: _ national __ state X X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Thomas Sinn Farmstead is highly significant for the design of the main
dwelling, a good example of Italianate architecture of the mid-1870's. The national
style was dominant from the 1850's to the 1880's, and rural examples in Frederick
County are infrequent. However, the Adamstown Plannlng Region (historically the
Buckeystown Election District) has many large mansions in the same large scale as
the Sinn House such as the Archibald T. Snouffer Farmstead (F-1—165) The Snouffer
House is a more complete Italianate house, with a hracketed cornice, original porch
trim, elaborate interior trim work, and intact jlb windows. The Sinn House, by
contrast, is built with the same hlgh ceilings and impressive facade, but the trm
“oth J.nterlor and exterior is more restrained. The paired arched windows, low
ddpped roof, and full pediment with semi-circular window are the most important
exterior Italianate characteristics. The agricultural outbuildings are mmmally
significant under the architectural theme, their types being well represented in
other farms throughout the county. The full significance of the tenant house,
possibly the original dawelling on the farm, dating from the early 19th century, has
not been fully researched.

The TItalianate dwelling was built by Thomas Sinn, according to Grove's History
of Carrollton Manor and it was considered one of the showplaces among the large farm
properties built on the former Carrollton Manor. Sinn was involved in slave
trafficking, sometimes with George Kephart, another well-known slaveholder of the
1840's and 1850's. Little else is known about Sinn, except that he was a Southern
sympathizer during the Civil War, as were most of the farmers in the Adamstown
Region, and he apparently had a son who served in the Confederate Army.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-1-195

Bond, Isaac. Map of Frederick County, 1858

Grove, William J. History of Carrollton Manor. Frederick: Mailsen & Bielfeld, Inc.
1928; 92, 113, 1l64.

Land Records of Frederick County

Titus, C.0. Atlas of Frederick County, 1873.

10. Geographical Data

5 acres

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name __Buckeystown, Md.-Va. Quadrangle scale _1:24000

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references :
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Verbal boundary description and justification
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|
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L

Approximately 5 acres centered on the main dwelling on Tax Map 103, Parcel 30

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle  Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. gate July 1993

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958

city or town Frederick state MD 21701

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
Shaw House DHCP/DHCD

100 COMMUNITY PLACE
aryland 21401  CROWNSVILLE, MD 21032-2023
B14-74N

PS-2746



Thomas Sinn Farmstead SURVEY No. F-1-195
Frederick County

7.1 Description (Continued)

The interior of the house has 14-foot ceiling heights on the first story.
The center hall has painted plaster walls and a central molded plaster
medallion with an early 20th century hanging globe light. The turned newel
post and stair railing are dark-stained, possibly mahogany. Scroll-sawn
Closers ornament the stairway. The door trim is pine and the doors have six
panels. In the rear wing secord story, the trim is grained. Mantelpieces in
the main floor are rather simple molded wood and the floors appear to be the
original hardwood boards.

Outbuildings:

Chicken house: The frame chicken house may have been built about 1900-1910.
It has tongue-and-groove siding and a standing seam metal shed roof. It is
located west of the dwelling.

Bank barn: The frame bank barn is located south of the house has weathered,
vhite-painted tongue-and-groove siding with painted arched "vents" which were
apparently painted over with whitewash and revealed when weathering took
place. The tongue-and—groove siding, the vertical board enclosed stall level
on the south, and the generally more coursed stone foundation strongly suggest
that the barn was built in the late 19th century. A non—contributing concrete
silo stands next to the ramp on the north elevation. The property also
contains a non-contributing concrete block dairy barn and milk house.

Wagon shed/corn crib: The frame wagon shed/corn crib is located west of the
bank barn. The north and south elevations have german siding which is rather
deteriorated. The east and west corn cribs have vertical board siding. The
roof is corrugated metal and is also deteriorated. The date of the wagon shed
is probably about 1900.

Tenant house: Although inaccessible for this survey, the tenant house at the
south end of the farmstead is mentioned here because historical records
indicate that it may be an early 19th century structure, predating the main
dwelling. It appears from a distance to have artificial siding and is a 1-1/2
story building with exterior alterations. Grove's History of Carrollton Manor
(1928) has a hrief mention of the house as being very old when Grove was a
youth during the Civil War and occupied by George and Peter Thomas, two very
old men. These were probably George Thomas (1785-1869), a bachelor, and his
brother Peter (1793-1873), a widower, who, with a third bachelor brother Jochn
(1782-1841), owned the property from 1834 to 1873. Further research and field
examination are necessary to conclusively identify the building and evaluate
its significance.
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